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HEALTHY
FUTURES

Researchers Developing Online Visualisation Tool to Support Decision

Makers in Tackling Vector Borne Diseases
[Release Date: 23/06/2014]

An online visualisation tool is currently being developed to provide direct and visual access to the
results of HEALTHY FUTURES and support decision makers in taking site specific intervention
measures to mitigate the risk of cutbreaks and transmission of water-related vector-borne diseases
{VBDs) in eastern Africa. The work is being carried out as part of the EC-funded HEALTHY FUTURES
{Health, Environmental Change and Adaptive Capacity. mapping, examining and anticipating future
risks of water-related vector-borne diseases in eastern Africa) project.

HEALTHY FUTURES is an FP7-funded research project that aims to construct a disease risk-mapping
system for three water-related, high-impact VBDs (malaria, Rift Valley fever and schistosomiasis) in
eastern Africa, taking into account environmental/climatic trends and changes in socio-economic
conditions to predict future risk. As the project is now in its final year, significant progress is being
made in an effort to integrate the scientific outputs of the project into an effective online
visualisation tool suitable for decision makers within eastern Africa.

The online atlas is being developed at the Centre for Geoinformatics (Z_GI5), Paris Lodron University
of Salzburg (PLUS) in collaboration with other HEALTHY FUTURES partners. It will enable end-users
to filter the available information by the target disease, time and associated climate change
scenarios, and the risk framework components. For each of the three diseases, different time
components will be available including historical data, present-day results, future scenarios, and
“change maps". For most of the combinations, maps will be displayed and different information
associated to the data will be visualised through graphs and/or tables. The atlas will be based on
open source software products and will be accessible wia the project  website:
www healthyfutures eu
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HEALTHY FUTURES has also recently released a report detailing its collaborations and synergies with
other related projects and stakeholders. In particular, the benefits and outcomes of HEALTHY
FUTURES’ collaborations with its sister project OQWeCl (Quantifying Weather and Climate Impacts on
Health in Developing Countries) are noted, focusing in particular, on a number of malaria and Rift
Valley Fever models utilized in both projects. These include the Liverpool Malaria Model, initially
developed under the DEMETER project (FP5), which was further refined in both QWeCl and
HEALTHY FUTURES, the Rift Valley Fever Maodel originally developed by the University of Liverpool
during QWeCl and the VECTRI malaria model recently developed at the International Centre for
Theoretical Physics (ICTP). The use of these models within HEALTHY FUTURES would not have been
possible without the close collaboration of QWeCl.

The report also details HEALTHY FUTURES stakeholder engagement strategy. As part of this strategy,
HEALTHY FUTURES is coordinating an upcoming international conference entitled “Climate Change
and Vector Borne Disease: Past, Present and Futures”. This conference is scheduled to take place in
Kigali, Rwanda from 18-20 November 2014. It will attract experts in the field of climate change and
VBD research, and policy-makers from a local, regional and international level, with the aim of
providing a forum to initiate meaningful discussion on how to integrate science with policy. The
conference will focus on @ number of themes including environmental change affecting VBDs,
statistical and dynamical disease modelling, climate change related risk analysis and vulnerability
assessment, and adaptation to climate-related health impacts.

For more information on the conference please visit the website: http)/fwww.climatechange-

vbdconference2014 ur.ac.rwy

Mote for Editors

Detziled partner profiles are available on request.
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Trinity College Dublin is the coordinator of this project, with AquaTT as the project administrator
partner. Prof. David Taylor, formerly of Trinity College Dublin and now based at the MNational
University of Singapore, is the Scientific Coordinator of this project. The HEALTHY FUTURES project
has received funding from the European Union Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013)
under grant agreement n® 266327.

Trinity College Dublin (TCD), founded in 1592, is the oldest University in Ireland. TCD now has more
than 15,700 students, 3,700 staff and 86,000 alumni, while in 2007-2008 its staff secured more than
£70m in research income. TCD is widely recognised for the high gquality of its graduates, the
international standing of its research and schelarship, and the value it places on contributing to Irish
society and the wider world. In the most recent (2009) THES survey of universities internationally,
TECD was ranked in the top 50 (43rd) and in the top 15 {13th) universities in the world and in Europe,
respectively.

Mational University of Singapore (NUS) is a leading global university centred in Asia. MUS is currently
{2012) ranked in the top 25 universities globally according to the Q5 ranking of top universities in the
world. NUS comprises 16 faculties and schools across three campus locations in Singapore — Eent
Ridge, Bukit Timah and Cutram. The university provides a broad-based curriculum underscored by
multi-disciplinary courses and cross-faculty enrichment. Cwver 37,000 students from 100 countries
further enrich the community with their diverse social and cultural perspectives.

Contact: Prof. David Taylor (Project Coordinator), Department of Geography, NUS ([email:
david.taylori@nus.edu.sg)

AquaTT is an international foundation which provides project management and training services to
support the sustainable development of Europe's aguatic resources. AquaTT's mission is to bridge
the knowledge gap between the dynamic R&D environments and the progressive commercial sector.
AquaTT supports its target audiences through the provision of support services and through
participation in, and coordination of EU projects and initiatives in the area of knowledge
management including customised dissemination, education, training and technology transfer.

Contact: Ciara Egan [Project Officer), AquaTT (email: ciara@aguatt.ie
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Habari za Mradi wa Afya Bora ya Baadaye | 2014

HEALTHY
FUTURES

Watafiti wanaunda chombo mkondoni cha kusaidia watoa maamuzi

katika kukabiliana na magonjwa yvanayotokana na vekta
[Tarehe ya kutolewa:- 23 /06,/2014]

Chombo maalum mkondoni  hivi sasa kinaundwa ili kuwezesha kutoa huduma moja kwa moja
kuonyesha matokeo ya mradi wa Afya Bora ya Baadaye na kusaidia watoa maamuzi kuchukua hatua
maalum ya kukabiliana na hatari ya kuzuka na kusambaa kwa magonjwa ya vekta-magonjwa
yanachusiana na maji, katika mashariki mwa Afrika. Kazi hii inaendeshwa kama sehemu ya
Muungano wa Ulaya, shirika linalofadhili utafiti wa mradi wa Afya Bora ya Baadaye ([ Afya, hali ya
mabadilike ya mazingira,na uwezo wa kurekebishwa: kuunda mikakati itakayowezesha kuelewa zaidi
kuhusu magonjwa haya , kuchunguza na kutazamia hatari ya baadaye ya magonjwa yanayohusiana
na maji vekta.

Mradi wa Afya Bora ya Baadaye uliofadhiliwa na FP7 unalenga kuunda mikakati itakayowezesha
kuelewa zaidi kuhusu magonjwa yale matatu yanayohusiana na maji (VBDs ) yaani malaria, homa ya
bonde la ufa na kichocho katika Afrika mashariki, kwa kuzingatia mwenendo wa mazingira / hali va
hewa na mabadiliko ya hali ya kijamii na kiuchumi ili kutabiri hatari za siku zijazo. Mradi wa Afya Bora
ya Baadaye sasa umefikia awamu yake ya mwisho , na maendeleo makubwa yamefanyika
kuwezesha kuunganisha matokeo ya kisayansi ya mradi huu katika chombo thabiti mkondoni

chenye manufaa kwa watoa maamuzi mashariki mwa Afrika.

Chombo hiki kinaundwa na Kituo cha Geoinformatics(Z_GI5), chuo kikuu cha Paris Lodron huko
Salzburg pamoja na washirika wengine wa Mradi wa Afya Bora ya baadaye. Kitawezesha
watakaofaidika kutokana na mradi huu kuchuja taarifa zilizopo kulingana na ugonjwa nyakati, na
mabadilike ya tabia ya nchi, na kulingana na hatari mbalimbali. Kwa kila moja ya magonjwa vyale
tatu, vipengele mbalimbali vitakuwepo ikiwa ni pamoja na data za kihistoria, matokeo ya mradi ya
hivi sasa , matukio ya baadaye, na ramani zinazothihirisha mabadiliko. Ramani hizi zitaonyeshwa na
taarifa mbalimbali zinazohusiana na data zitatolewa kupitia michoro na f au grafu.Habari zote
zilizomo kwenye chombo hiki cha webu zitapatikana kupitia tovuti ya mradi: www_healthyfutures.eu
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Mfano wa habari zilizotolewa na chambo hiki mkondoni

Pia, Mradi wa Afya Bora ya baadaye hivi karibuni umetoa ripoti va kina kuhusu kushirikiana kwake
na miradi miingine na washika dau. Hasa ripoti iliyotolewa inahusu faida na matokeo ya Mradi wa
Afya Bora ya baadaye kutokana na ushirikiano wake na mradi wa QWeCl unaockagua jinsi mabadiliko
ya hali ya hewa na tabia ya nchi yanavyoathiri nchi zinazoendelea, ukijihusisha na miradi kadhaa ya
modeli za magonjwa ya malaria na homa ya bonde la ufa zinazotumiwa na miradi kil miwili. Baadhi
ya modeli hizi ni kama ‘Liverpool Malaria®,ambayo ilibuniwa hapo awali chini ya mradi wa DEMETER
{FP3), ambayo iliboreshwa zaidi katika miradi ya QWECi na Mradi wa Afya Bora ya Baadaye, modeli
ya ‘Rift Valley Fever ambayo mwanzoni iliundwa na Chuo Kikuu cha Liverpool na modeli ya malaria
ya WECTRI ambayo hivi karibuni iliundwa katika Kituo cha Kimataifa cha Fizikia (ICTP - International
Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP). Matumizi yva modeli hizi kwenye Mradi wa Afya Bora ya
Baadaye haungewezekana bila ushirikiano wa karibu wa QWeCl.

Ripoti hiyo pia inaelezea mkakati uliyoko wa kuwaleta pamoja washika dau wa Mradi wa Afya Bora
ya Baadaye. Kama sehemu ya mkakati huo, Mradi wa Afya Bora ya Baadaye unaratibu mkutano wa
kimataifa utakaofanyika hivi punde unacitwa "Mabadiliko ya tabia ya nchi na magonjwa ya
vekta:Yaliyopita, yaliomo na yanayotarajiwa™. Mkutano huu umepangwa kufanyika katika Kigali,
Rwanda 18-20 Novemba 2014, Mkutano huu inatarajiwa utahuthuriwa na wataalamu kutoka nyanja
ya mabadiliko ya tabia ya nchi na utafiti kuhusu magonjwa ya vekta, watunga sera kutoka ngazi za
mitaani, nchini na kimataifa, lengo likiwa ni kujadiliana namna ya kuunganisha sayansi na sera.
Mkutano huo utazingatia mada kadhaa, zikiwemo namna mabadiliko ya mazingira yanavyoathiri
magonjwa yanayotokana na vekita, mitinde ya magonjwa, kukadiri hatan iliyoko kutokana na
mabadiliko ya tabia ya nchi na namna ya kutekeleza marskebisho kutckana na hatari kwa afya
zinazosababshwa na mabadiliko ya tabia ya nchi.

Kwa habari zaidi juu ya mkutano tafadhali tembelea tovuti: http/fwww. climatechange-

vbdconference2014 ur.ac.nw
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Tangazo kwa wahariri

Maelezo kamilifu ya washiriki yatatolewa kwa watakaoyaomba.

Trinity College Dublin ni mratibu wa mradi huu, AguaTT ikiwa ni msimamizi mshiriki. Prof. David
Taylor,hapo mbeleni alikuwa akifanyia kazi katika chuo kikuu cha Trinity sasa yuko Chuo kikuu cha
Singapore na ndiye mratibu wakisayansi wa mradi huu Mradi huu umepokea ufadhili kutokana na
Muungano wa Ulaya wa “Seventh Framewaork Programme’ (FP7/2007-2013) chini ya makubaliano ya
hazina n= 266327.

Chuo Kikuu cha Trinity cha Dublin, kilianzishwa mwaka wa 1592 Hiki ndicho chuo cha zamani sana
nchini Ayalandi.Kwa wakati huu chuo cha TCD kina wanafunzi Zaidi ya 15,700, wafanyikazi 3, 700, na
idadi ya wanafunzi 86,000 waliosomea huko, na kwa muda wa 2007-2008 wafanyikazi wake
walipewa Zaidi ya Euro milioni 70 za wutafiti. TCD inajulikana kote kwa wanafunzi wake
walichitimu,na pale wamefika ulimwenguni katika utafiti na ufadhili wa masomo, na mchango
waliotoa katika nchiya Ayalandi na ulimwenguni kote.Katika utafiti vliofanywa na THES wa
hivikaribuni (2009) wa wwuo vikuu vya ulimwengu, TDC ilipewa nafasi ya 43 katika vyuo 50 bora
ulimwenguni na kupewa nafasi ya 13 katika vyuo 15 bora Ulaya.

Mawasiliano: Dr.Laragh Larsen, Geographia,Chuo cha Sayansi ya Asili, Chuo Kikuu cha Trinity, Dublin
Ireland. (Anwani ya barua pepe: llarsend@tcd.ig)

Chuo kikuu cha Singapore (National University of Singapore) kikiwa bara la Asia ni moja wapo ya
vyuo vinavyoongoza duniani. Chuo hiki kilipewa nafasi katika vwuo 25 bora Zaidi ulimwenguni
mwakani 2012 kulingana na Q5 inayotoa nyadhifa za vwyuo bora Zaidi ulimwenguni. NUS ina idara na
shule 16 katika kampasi tatu zilizoko Singapore, Kent Ridge, Bukit Timah and Outram. Chuo hiki kina
mtalaa ambaoc unasisitiza masomo kutoka Myanja mbalimbali na wahadhiri mbalimbali. Zaidi
yawanafunzi 37,000 kutoka nchi 100 wanasomea katika chuo hiki na kuchangia katika kuwepo kwa
mila, desturi na utamaduni kwa namna mbalimbali.

Mawasiliano: Prof. David Taylor (Mratibu wa MradiwaAfya Bora yaBaadaye), Idara ya Geografia, NUS
{Anwaniyabaruapepe: david taylori@nus.edu.sg)

AguaTT ni taasisi yakimataifa ambayo hupeana huduma za masomo na usimamizi wa miradi
ilikuhimilisha maendeleo endelevu katika maliasili majini mwa Ulaya. AguaTl hufanya kazi
yakuunganisha maarifa kati ya utafiti na maendeleo katika mazingira na katika sekta ya biashara.
Aguatt huhimili hadhira yake kwa kutoa huduma mbalimbali ikiwemo kuwahusisha kwenye miradi
ya jumuia ya Ulaya na pia kuratibu miradi hii katika Nyanja za maarifa kama vile elimu, mafunzo na
kuhamisha teknolojia.

Mawasiliano: Ciara Egan (Msimamizi wa Mradi) AquaTT (Anwani ya baruapepe: ciara@aguatt.ie)
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